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Adan Ayala 


Dear Sir: 

This is in response to the Examiner's Answer mailed April 29, 2004, for the above- 
identified application. The present reply brief is being timely filed, as required under 37 CFR § 
1.193(b)(1). 

The Examiner raises several arguments to support the contention that Foster is analogous 
art, even though it relates to "manually operated pump dispensers." Foster, col. 1, Ins. 4-5. 

The Examiner first argues that In re Oetiker is factually distinguishable from the present 
facts and thus inapposite to the present case. In particular, the Examiner argues that the case is 
distinguishable because the "purpose and application of hooks applied to hose clamps and hooks 


